54                   ILLUSIONS  OF PEKCEPTIOlSr.

seem more or less damp to my hand. What is the
reason of this ? Helmholtz explains the phenomenon
by saying that the feeling we call by the name of
wetness is a compound sensation consisting of one of
temperature and one of touch proper. These sen-
sations occurring together So frequently, blend into
one, and so we infer, according to the general instinc-
tive tendency already noticed, that there is one
specific quality answering to the feeling. And since
the feeling is nearly always produced by surfaces
moistened by cold liquid, we refer it to this circum-
stance, and speak of it as a feeling of wetness. Hence,
when the particular conjunction of sensations arises
apart from this external circumstance, we erroneously
infer its presence.1

The most interesting case of illusion connected
with the fusion of simultaneous sensations, is that of
single vision, or the deeply organized habit of com-
bining the sensations of what are called the corre-
sponding points of the two retinas. This coalescence
of two sensations is so far erroneous since it makes us
overlook the existence of two distinct external agencies
acting on different parts of the sensitive surface of the
body. And this is the more striking in the case of

1 The perception of lustre as a single quality seems to illustrate
a like error. There is good reason to suppose that this impression
arises through a difference of brightness in the two retinal images
due to the regularly reflected light. And so when this inequality
of retinal impression is imitated, as it may easily be by combining a
black and a white surface in a stereoscope, we imagine that we are
looking at one lustrous surface. (See Helmholtz, Pliysiologisclie
Optih, p. 782, etc., and Populare wissensdiaftliche Vortrage, 2tes Heft,
p. 80.)